
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING  

OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

THE CITY OF SWEENY, TEXAS 

TUESDAY, FEBUARY 5, 2019  

6:00 PM 

 

A special meeting of the City Council of Sweeny, Texas, was held at City Hall on 

February 5, 2019 at 6:00 pm to consider the following items of business: 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

                     Mayor Dale Lemon called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.                                         

 

ROLL CALL 

Council Present: Position 1. Sandra Blain; Position 2. Jeff Farley; Position 3. 

Brian Brooks; Position 4. Kay Roe and Position 5. Tim Pettigrew. (Arrived at 

6:06 pm)  

Staff Present: Cindy King, City Manager; Reatta Minshew, City Secretary, John 

Barnard, Chief of Police; Charlie Stevenson, City Attorney, Gene West, Dir. of 

Public Works.   

  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge to the American Flag was recited and led Mayor Dale Lemon. 

The Pledge to the Texas Flag was recited and led by Mayor Dale Lemon. 

 

INVOCATION 

Invocation was given by Charlie Stevenson. 

 

VISITORS COMMENTS 

Doug Reid from Forest Park Court commended Cindy King and Gene West for their 

efforts and work with the contractors working on the Ashley Wilson Rd sewer line. Mr. 

Reid did not agree with the entrance into Forest Park Ct. after the contractors overlaid the 

entrance with asphalt not concrete as was before the installation of the sewer pipe. Mr. 

Reid came into City Hall and spoke with Ms. King. She contacted the supervisor of the 

project and went over the contract which did state they would have everything as is was 

before.  

  

 

COMMENDATIONS 

 

 

 

1. PUBLIC HEARING: 

A.  

 

2.  PRESENTATIONS 

A. Proclamation:  



B. Fire Department Report:  

3. CONSENT AGENDA   

A.  Approval of Minutes: 

B.  Bills for:  

 

4.  REGULAR AGENDA 

Unfinished Business 

A. Discuss / Take Action on Ordinance Calling a Bond Election  

No Action 

B.  Discuss/ Take Action to Discuss Options to the Bond 

Mayor Lemon asked Mr. Stevenson if he could start with agenda item B. before A. so 

council could discuss options first. 

Jeff Farley stated he would like for council to go another way instead of increasing the 

taxes to .094 from .076. Mr. Farley stated he knows we need to fix our aging 

infrastructure but not a 4-million-dollar bond. We can do this a little at a time.  

Tim Pettigrew stated we must go forward. Sweeny has got behind in their aging pipes and 

it is hard to get caught up. The roads and infrastructure are bad. If went keep saying next 

year, next year will never come. We still have clay piping. Mr. Pettigrew would like to 

put it on the ballot and let the voters decide. If the voters say no, we will come up with 

plan B. Mr. Pettigrew also stated he had a plan where we increase the Infrastructure 

Donation on each utility bill from $2.00 a month to $20.00 a month instead of raising 

taxes. If we go with the bond, that is on a 20 year note and the interest alone is 1.7 

million.  

Kay Roe agreed with both Mr. Farley and Mr. Pettigrew, we need to go forward 

someway. She would like the newspaper to help and get the word out. The citizens want 

everything fixed, but it’s not free. 

Brian Brooks stated he wants to go forward with putting it on the ballot. Let the people 

decide.  

Sandra Blaine agreed also to go forward with putting it on the ballot.  

Mayor Lemon stated we will have town hall meeting for the public.  

Art Chandler with the newspaper asked about grants, if any are available.  

Mason Nickols from Victory Lane, spoke and asked council to please not tax them to 

death. Please find another way to do more with less.  

Vice President D’Anne Carson was present with Government Capital to answer any 

questions from council or the public. Ms. Carson did state that if the bond failed the 

council could not finance the same project as a Certificate of Obligation for three years.  

Mayor Lemon concluded with we have until Feb 15, 2019 to decided. With that in mind 

the citizens elected us to make the right and best decisions for our town with their tax 

dollars.  

Tim Pettigrew made a motion to suspend to a future date the Bond Election. 

Brian Brooks seconded. All were in favor. Motion carried.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

New Business 

A. Discuss / Take Action on Drainage on Main Street North down 5th Street/ 5th 

Street to Stevenson Slough / Robert Lynch 

Mr. Lynch had a power point presentation for the council. Mr. Lynch showed council an 

underground storm drain from FM 524 to Stevenson Slough. He asked if anyone knew 

when it was installed, maybe the 1940/50’s? The question is, “who has the ownership and 

maintenance of this drain”? This line is made of carbon steel. This line has collapsed at 

the Church of Christ on 6th Street and Elm Street. There is a huge sink hole there.  

No Action. 

 

B.  Discuss /Take Action on Gas, Water, Wastewater and Humane Violations / 

Brian Brooks 

Ms. King stated on our Gas and Wastewater we have no violations in the last two years.  

In our Humane Dept we have no violations in the last two years.  

There are two violations in your packet from our water department. One is due to an 

oversite. The city is required from TCEQ to perform certain studies / samples on our 

water system. This one was a Corrosion Control Study. Mark Neimeyer is our water plant 

operator. Mr. Neimeyer performed the study but failed to mail it in. The second one was 

Lead and Copper Testing. Mr. Neimeyer performed the testing from several homes. 

Some of the homes failed due to copper lines in their homes and the citizens not 

performing the test correctly. Mark reiterated to council “there is no lead or copper in our 

water”. The testing at our water plant distribution passed.  

No Action 

 

C.  Discuss /Take Action on for Generator at Water Plant 

Ms. King addressed the council and stated the generator at the water plant has suffered a 

catastrophic failure. The winders have burned up. The repairman stated this is very rare 

since there are built in sensors to protect this from happening. This generator was 

installed in 2011.  

To replace the main alternator is $30,644.00. The motor is good, but if it goes out the 

company doesn’t make parts for the motor. We would have to purchase a new one. The 

warranty is out. It had a five-year warranty. A new generator would cost $102,000.00. 

Ms King stated if we have a power failure at the Water Plant and a generator did not turn 

on the water plant would shut down. Ms. King stated we do have monies available to 

purchase a new generator.  

Jeff Farley made a motion to go out for bids for a new generator at the Water Plant. Tim 

Pettigrew seconded.  

Neil Bess Jr. from the audience stated if you know the hours on the motor, you could 

spend the $30k on a new alternator and get five more years on the generator. The motor 

out lasts the alternator.  

Sandra Blaine voted yes. Jeff Farley voted yes. Brian Brooks voted no. Kay Roe voted 

no. Tim Pettigrew voted no. Motion fails.  

 

Adjourned at 7:17 pm for Executive Session. 

 



5. CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION: Personnel 

 

 

6. RECONVENE TO REGULAR SESSION  

1. Open Meeting Time: 7:50 pm 

2. Action on Executive Session: NONE 

 

 

 

7. ITEMS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST: 

 

 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT: 7:53 pm 

 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS ______DAY OF ________________, 2019 

 

__________________________________ 

Reatta Minshew, City Secretary 


